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(54) Cord retainer 

(57) A retainer for an electric cord on an electric 
power device or the like includes a handle (20) with a 
slot or passageway (28) through the handle (20). The 
handle (20) is loop shaped and has a hook inside the 
loop spaced from the slot or passageway (28). The slot 



or passageway (28) is oriented vertically, as are the 
hook and the handle (20) itself. A cord (32) may be 
passed through the vertical passageway (28) and 
around the vertically extending hook such that the cord 
is twisted ninety degrees between the passageway and 
the hook. 
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Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to devices 
for retaining cords on an apparatus, and more particu- 
larly to devices for absorbing the strain on an electric 
cord in order to prevent the cord from becoming un- 
plugged from an electrically powered apparatus. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Many electrically powered devices have no power 
cord or only a short power cord, and therefore require 
the use of an extension cord connected between the 
electrically powered device and an electric outlet When 
the electrical apparatus is mobile, i.e. a string trimmer, 
an edger, a chainsaw, a vacuum cleaner, etc., the ex- 
tension cord may -become unplugged from the appara- 
tus during movement. Therefore, various cord retention 
or strain relief devices have been used that secure the 
cord at or near the cord's end in order to absorb any 
force that might otherwise disconnect the cord from the 
electrical apparatus. 

Generally, cord retention devices will be placed in 
the handle or housing of the electrical apparatus near 
the electrical apparatus' electric plug or receptacle. Nu- 
merous cord retention devices are known, including 
those with moving parts, that grab or clasp the cord 
when engaged. Other designs provide an aperture 
through which a loop of the cord is fed and then wrapped 
around a hook, thereby frictionally holding the cord in 
place. While such aperture and hook designs may be 
easy to use and are generally satisfactory in securing 
the cord, they undesirably may require the enlargement 
of the handle or housing in which the cord retention de- 
vice is located. In order to feed a loop of the cord through 
the aperture, the aperture must be relatively large, and 
therefore, requires a large area on the handle or housing 
in which to place the aperture. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with one aspect of the present inven- 
tion, a cord retainer includes a slot that defines a first 
plane, and a hook that defines a second plane. The first 
plane is generally parallel to the second plane. The cord 
retainer may be associated with a handle defining a ma- 
jor plane where the major plane is generally parallel with 
the first plane. The cord retainer may be associated with 
a looped handle where the slot is located in the handle 
and the hook is attached to the handle. The first plane 
may be coplanar with the second plane. 

In accordance with another aspect of the present 
invention, a cord retainer may be associated with a han- 
dle having a major plane and a slot located in the handle 
where the slot defines a slot plane. A hook is connected 
to the handle and is spaced from the slot. The major 



plane is generally parallel with the slot plane. 

The slot plane may be coplanar with the major 
plane. The hook may define a hook plane, and the hook 
plane may be generally parallel to the slot plane. 
s Other features and advantages are inherent in the 
cord retainer claimed and disclosed or will become ap- 
parent to those skilled in the art from the following de- 
tailed description in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings. 

70 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a string trimmer uti- 
lizing the cord retainer of the present invention; 
is Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of the handle 
of the string trimmer of Fig. 1 showing the cord re- 
tainer of the present invention engaged with a cord; 
Fig. 3 is a side view of half of the handle of Fig. 2; 
and 

^0 Fig. 4 is a rear elevational view of the handle of Fig. 

2. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

25 

Referring initially to Fig. 1 , a string trimmer, indicat- 
ed generally at 10, incorporates the cord retainer, indi- 
cated generally at 12, of the present invention. The 
string trimmer 10 has a motor housing 14 connected by 

30 a boom 16 to an upper housing 18. The upper housing 
18 has a handle 20 and carries an auxiliary handle 22. 
The handle 20 is loop shaped with a trigger 24 on the 
underside of a top portion 25 of the loop. On the under- 
side of a bottom portion 26 of the handle 20 is a cord 

35 receptacle indicated generally at 27 for receiving an end 
of an electric extension cord (not depicted in Fig. 1). 
When the extension cord is plugged into the cord recep- 
tacle 27 and the trigger 24 is depressed, power flows 
through an internal power cord (not depicted) from the 

40 upper housing 18, through the boom 16, and into the 
lower housing 1 4 in order to drive a motor (not depicted) 
for operating the string trimmer 10. The upper handle 
20 also includes a slot or passageway 28 in the rear of 
the loop, and a hook 30 located on the upper side of the 

45 bottom portion 26 of the loop, spaced from the slot or 
passageway 28. Although a string trimmer is depicted 
in Fig. 1, the cord retainer 12 of the present invention 
may be used with any device or apparatus that requires 
the retention of a cord, such as electric -powered devic- 

so es. 

Fig. 2 depicts an cord 32 held in place by the cord 
retainer 12. If the cord 32 is an electric cord (e.g., an 
extension cord), one of its ends (not depicted) would be 
inserted into the cord receptacle 27 in order to provide 
55 power to the string trimmer 10. The cord 32 has been 
bent back on itself to form a bite or loop that has been 
fed through the slot or passageway 28. After passing 
entirely through the slot or passageway 28, the cord 32 
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is looped over the hook 30 and the pulled backward into 
the hook 30 to secure the cord 32. If one end of the cord 
32 is pulled in a direction away from the handle 20, fric- 
tion between the cord 32 and the sides of the passage- 
way 28 and between the cord 32 and the hook 30 will 
inhibit movement of the cord 32, thus retaining the cord 
32 on the handle 20. 

As seen in Fig. 3, the passageway or slot 28 defines 
a slot plane SR The slot plane SP divides the slot or 
passageway 28 vertically (from the top portion 25 to the 
bottom portion 26 of the handle 20) along the greatest 
dimension of the slot 28. Similarly, the hook 30 defines 
a hook plane HP that divides the hook 30 vertically. In 
addition, the handle has a handle major plane MP that 
divides the handle 20 vertically. The slot plane SP and 
the hook plane HP are generally parallel and may in fact 
be coplanar. Similarly, the major plane MP and the slot 
plane SP are generally parallel and may be coplanar. 

Returning to Fig. 2. an advanlage.of having orien- 
tation ol the slot 28 and orientation of the hook 30 be 
generally parallel or coplanar is that the loop of the cord 
32 must be twisted one-quarter turn (ninety degrees) af- 
ter it passes through the slot or aperture 28 before it 
passes around the hook 30. As the cord 32 passes 
through the slot or passageway 28, a plane connecting 
a first side 34 of the cord 32 to a second side 36 of the 
cord 32 has a generally vertical orientation. However, 
as the cord 32 passes around the hook 30, the cord 32 
has a generally horizontal orientation. This twist in the 
cord 32 provides a moderate amount of spring loading 
to the cord 32, that is believed to help retain the cord 32 
on the hook 30 more securely. Thus, by orienting the 
slot or passageway 28 vertically and the hook 30 verti- 
cally, a more secure cord retainer may be provided. 

As noted previously, the slot plane SP and the major 
plane MP are generally parallel or coplanar. Such an ar- 
rangement is advantageous in that it allows for a nar- 
rower handle 20. If, for instance, the slot or passageway 
28 was rotated 90 degrees so that the slot had a larger 
horizontal dimension than vertical dimension, the han- 
dle would have to be widened, thereby requiring extra 
material and increasing the expense of the unit. 

Returning to Fig. 3, the hook 30 has a lip 38 that is 
spaced approximately 0.30 inches from the handle 20. 
A partially circular recess 40 is formed inside the hook 
30 and has a diameter of approximately 0.35 inches. 

Referring now to Fig. 4, an end view of the slot 28 
is shown. The length of the slot 28 is approximately 1 .63 
inches and the width is approximately .45 inches. How- 
ever, the edges of the slot are rounded slightly so that 
the slot length and slot width are slightly larger if meas- 
ured at the back edge of the handle 20. 

The handle 20, including the cord retainer, may be 
made of a variety of materials including talc-filled poly- 
propelene. 

The foregoing detailed description has been given 
for clearness of understanding only, and no unneces- 
sary limitations should be understood therefrom, as 



modifications would be obvious to those skilled in the 
art. 



5 Claims 



1. A cord retainer comprising: 

a slot defining a first plane; and 

a hook defining a second plane wherein the first 

plane is generally parallel to the second plane. 

2. The cord retainer of claim 1 comprising a handle 
defining a major plane wherein the major plane is 
generally parallel with the first plane. 

3. The cord retainer of claim 1 comprising a looped 
handle wherein the slot is located in the handle and 
the hook is attached to the handle. 

4. The cord retainer of claim 1 wherein the first plane 
is coplanar with the second plane. 

5. A cord retainer comprising: 

a handle having a major plane; 
a slot located in the handle wherein the slot de- 
fines a slot plane; and 

a hook connected to the handle and spaced 
from the slot, 

wherein the major plane is generally parallel 
with the slot plane. 

6. The cord retainer of claim 5 wherein the slot plane 
is coplanar with the major plane. 

7. The cord retainer of claim 5 wherein; 

the hook defines a hook plane; and 

the hook plane is generally parallel to the slot 

plane. 

8. The cord retainer of claim 5 wherein: 

the handle forms a loop; and 
the hook is attached to the loop. 
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